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Ban on Lebanese newspapers entering Palestine
Refers to Jerusalem telegram No.1906 to

Colonial Office.
Fears that decision to prohibit import of

Lebanese newspapers into Palestine will have
adverse effect on situation. Suggests that b
decision is taken attempts should be made to in
Lebanese Government to moderate their tone.

Repeated to Jerusalem, Cairo, B.M.E.0. and
Damascus.
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[This telegram
retained by the

is of particular secrecy and should be
authorised recipient and note sederfq 9

Cypher/0TP

FROM1 BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFIC.iL

Mr. Evans.
No. ~{Z3
13th October 1947.
Repeated to Jerusalem,
and Saving Damascus.

D. 7.08 p.m. 13th October 1927.

R.
Cairo,

8.54 p.m. 13th
British iddle

October 19.7.
East Office,

SECRET.

Jerusalem
the Colonies;

telegram No. 1906 to Secretary of State for
ban on Lebanese newspapers entering Palestine.

I fear a decision to prohibit import of Lebanese news-
papers into Palestine might well revive doubts as to sincerity
of British policy and go far to undo the good work done by
the Colonial secretary's statement. It seems likely that
it will even increase violence of already inflammatory
natarial and almost certainly give it an anti-British
character. It is unfortunately true that the Lebanese
press has always been irresponsible but now at least it is
not wholly anti-British. As seen from here therefore
present would appear to be an inopportune moment for taking
drastic action against Lebanese newspapers. In fact
material they are now publishing is only in keeping with
Arab League decisions which have already received widest
publicity and which [-grp--undee.] bound to give use to spec-
ulaters of the wildest sort.

2. I fully realise they lgrp. omtd] doing everything
possible Lgrp. undec.] inflaming public opinion in Palestine.
I submit however that before a decision is reached to ban
Lebanese newspapers an attempt should be made here through
the Information Office and through agency of Lebanese
Government to moderate their tone.

Cairo please pass
telegram No. 188.

to British .iddle East Office as my
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I6OCT
AMENDMENT SLIP

CABINET DISTRIBUTION-

Telegran No. 743 of 1Tth October from Beirut

Foreign Office.

Paragraph 1, penultimato ani last lines should

read: "and which seem bound to give rise to speculation

of the wildest sort".

C aiUICATIONS DE-PAR H1LENT.

16th October, 1947.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

T 4+E SECRETARY Off STATf FOR THE COLONIES

j 1' 7

1QQ (Gen. .ir A.

D1 lith
a. 11th

October,
t

1947.
21.35 bra.

No.1906

Addressed
Re peatee,

to 8. of 8.

B..K0 as my toaga NoJ171)0
" te iaNo(?'3X89)

", DamacusNo, 13883, ,laccre to ;

A nwmber of Arab newspapi biish-ed ins Lbanr
Syria ad Egypt and ciar uaig aatsine contained

Inf tlamtoy material whose circulation in this country
a 4isn time, i par ticular,, is undesirblec

2. Subject to your 0ee ng no )bjection, I proposeto authoiae the Censoz to prohibit their imporai ion
.ndr Re plation 88 of Defence(1mergenc y) Regult ions.

Thf'following is a list of publica.ons.

A. Lebahase Daily paper sr

Al-D *yar,Beir4t ~ Al-Hlayatd
Sal), Ash-sharrG

Al-Nha r,.Als-YoCUm.

C. Egypthan daily papbs o

/0I

4 I 4" /2>
-- "I

- " 'I it wv q

... ..... "".".u.i

'1

Cm, u uvi lv't/f7

AlA mal ,,

B. Syran ppera.

A-yaAl tefBas A l-B afA(.raa, Al.-XabEa ,A-Na e br.

Al-Maasrie #80 , So. A tlmmiA; b Al-Kutl ,i. .ah



D. Bgyptian, weekly pap r

AbarAl-' Youm, (Y.:oruptgrou) A-Y " ."+.

Mueamarait Alptaib, Rabitat, e hebah a )L Wafdi

4.m I 'equest a vary rly repty

SCoriection being obtaine,L

Copy sent to:-

Foreign Office - Mr.Beith



°;

1947

E
PALESTINE

E
l 17

-- I ______ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ -I_-- -- -

Registry
Number 614WrE M7

4/ ' t (/

1G927

TELEGRAM FROM

N~o.

Dated

Received
in Registry

\/ .

' r
AU? 'i

IjNI -0' 4 l

A~~~ 4}1{41

N

-A (c 4
4

'7 ~ i ____________

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(h1ow disposed of.)

Ix° s, PD
oGk.

(Action(n -
complted(.)

ifi(1

q67

4-k.L , ff

1it)

9G77
OCT

r /

1> -

f ,4

7' 4'1
' ~/ /

7 l

. c.

-- r

(.Minrite.4.)

a

perDe

Wt. a m / 7 qPys ()s;m [4',.1~'.

N"r pxt"%ALI

8 M,.



Cypher/0TP DPi RTM TLll.AL 11. 1

FROM C"_IlU TO FORE !GH FC

Mr. Bowker
No 2027 D. 6.52 p.m. 16th October,1947
I6thTctobcer, 1947 R. 8.24 p.m. 16th October,1947 .

L~)ated to Jerusalem, Danascus and Beijut

.OPORTAT:.1uj
flEGRET -. T69 7

Jerusalem telegram No. [grp. undec. 7to gg1eign
Office: Ban of Arab newspapers.

I can well believe continued circulation in
Palestine of periodicals named may aggravate existing
tension an, I fully appreciate the reasons why the High
Commissioner wishes to ban them. But before a final
decision is taken I hope that consideration will be
given to likely repercussions of such action in Egypt.

2. Declaration of banning ef' so r any Egyptian papers
is certain to be hotly resented by the Egptian press
as a whole regar1less of part in spite o'x the fact
tha:t dailies mentioned are al on th1e opposition side.We must expect it to be condemned as a violation of
.freedom of the press and as evidence tu t Pastinian
Government is either betraying pro-Jewish sympathies or
acting er Jewish pressure. uch a development
would be particularly uxifortunate at a moment when we
are trying an your instructions to persuade the Egyptians
of fairness of our intentions about Palestine.

3. The High Comissioner's telegram does nit state
probable duration of the ban or the nature af material

1 which exception has been taken. Effect would not
be so bad if the ban was for say one week only and
accompanied by a warning that i papers c ncerned continue
to incite disorder they would receive more severe
treatment. It would also help us to meet criticism
here if we could state that subversive Jewish paers
have also recently been banned. I should be graceful
foer information en this point from the High Coimmissioner.

Beirut please pass to Damascus as my telegram i 459.

888
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy And should be 0
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP
CABINET DISTRIBJTION

FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Dundas.
N. 7.L D. 6.22. p.m. 15thotober

19)7.
15th October 1947. R. 7.2.0. p.m. 15th October

192.7.

Repeated to Jerusalem,
Cairo, E .9I78
Beirut, Saving.

Jerusalem telegram to Secretary of State for the
Colonies 1906.

Arguments contained in first paragraph of Beirut
telegram No. 723 apply with equal force to Syrian press
and public.

2. If it is nevertheless decided to impose a ban
on any Syrian newspapers I venture to suggest that a
token ban of up to three days would give us an opportunity
of drawing attention to' the dangers of publishing material
which may inflame public opinion in Palestine. In the
last two or three days in fact there has been improvement
in the tone of some Damascus newspapers.

3. Names contained in third paragraph (b) of
Jerusalem telegram under reference include two Alef Ba and. Al
Ayyam whose attitude towards Britain is considerably more
moderate than other Syrian papers such as Friday's Manar
and Barade whom we consider mest inflammatory.

"" """""s
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C(airo, Beirut and Damascus all deprecate
the ban on certain Ar sha publications which the
Hi ih Commissioner has proposed. H.. Chart s
d'Affaires at Cairo and Damascus have suggested
that a. ban might be acceptable if it were limited
to a short period and .used as a wd;arning and
Mr. Bowker has added that it would help to meet
criticism if subsersive Jewish papers could
also be banned.

The Colonial office are on our side in
this matter and are very ready, I understand, to
request the high Corimissioner to desist

altogeth r froi his intention. They had wanted
awri ttern reply fro siS lasti night, but, as it

was impossible to arranye this, :. .iathieson,
Colonial Office, is sending an interim telegram
to the iigh Com issioner asking him to hold his
hand pendin, instructi ons.

In
a sk the Co
ban 'w h at S
made are

t h
lo

li

e circumstances I think we should
nial Offi cc to come down against any
ver since the comlpromise ~csugestions
k ely to COmplDicate the issue.

Draft letter su .' :itted.

(J. G. S. BUeith)
18th October, 1947.
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Church House,
Great Smith Street, --
Land on, S.W. 1.

My Reference . ctber 16, 197

Your Reference ........................ 0E G 7 9

I had our Distribution Section send you a copy
of Palestine telegram No. 1906 Secret, about the
proposal of the Palestine Government to authorize
the Censor to prohibit the importation of a number of
Arab newspapers published in the Lebanon, Syria and
Egypt which at the moment are carrying material
calculated to inflame communal passions in Palestine.
We shall be glad to know urgently if you see any
ob-jection to such a step being taken. You will
see that the telegram has been repeated to Cairo,
Beirut and Damascus, who will no doubt be replying
separately and send a copy of their reply to you.
I suggest, if you see no objection, that we telegraph
to Palestine saying that subject to confirmation rrom
the Foreign Office posts concerned that no objection
is seen, yoe would not oppose the action contemplated.

(i.C. Mathieson)

J. G.b. BEITH, E64 .



INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(4T. P-)

sir A.

De lath
R, 2Lith

October,
".

194e7
it

No 19c6

Adressd
Re peated

"t

to 3 . $fXS 0

to Cairo No.124

SB -t, NO
"r DamascUe, No.

(pIas6 p op
aa ytlga o1

71389)

A lumber of Ara rb new papel8 public. d in Lebao.
S3ria endg Eypt and c rZ.eat ng in Paeztine contained

Inf~lamatory M ateilwhose circulation in thiscony
at his time. in par ticular, Is deeirabLe.,

2 Subjec t to your eeirqg r .o obcti.on, I ppo e
t44 athiawx the Censor to prohibit their im portation

uAeyr Regulation 88 of pefence (Emergency) Reuat

The 1fllowing is a list of

A. Lebabhee Daily paptwi

Br Syrian papers.

Al-Ayya, Ale 'B, A-B da, Al-Kbas

C Egyptian daily papers,

Al Balagc

1 L

Cunni r iam)

Al-Hat, A ilNabar, A.l-onm.

Al-M'asri, i?® so An Al-Bomaei, , . A"l-Kntlb1.ag,



D. EgypttarL weekly papery.

Akhbar Al-YcUm, (mI
MUaamara't Al Jatb,

corrupt group) A1-Yausef,
Rabitst, Aak -babab Al Wafd3.

I request a very early reply.

SCorrection being obtained.

4 0



Registry
No.E 9679/959L/31

Top Secret. I.
Secret. P-

Confidential. G.

Restricted.

Open.

Mr. Mathpson,
Colonial Office.

from

Mr. Beith

P- q

K)

FOREIGN OFFICE, S. W.i.

2 October, 1947.

IMMEDIATE

Thank you for your letter of 16th

October about the proposal of the Palestine

Government to authorise/censor to prohibit

the importation of a number of Arab news-

papers published in the Lebanon, Syria

and Egypt.

The Jerusalem telegram does not give

a clear indication of how harmful & the

effects/in Palestine of the circulation

of these newspapers. You will, however,

now have seen the observations of our

representatives in Cairo, Beirut and

Damascus on this proposal (telegrams Nos.

2027 from Cairo, 743 from Beirut and

447 from Damascus) who are agreed that

the repercussions which would be likely

to result in neighbouring Arab countries

from such a ban would be very unfortunate.

We hop9,therefore, that yQu will feel

able to instruct the Palestine-Government

not pursue. this proposal, unless they

ees-4er that the circulation of these

newspapers in Palestine is ikel-y-tre hav

really serious consequences, which., V

outweigh ,the considerations advanced by

Cairo, Beirut and Damascus. And in that

case, we would fully endoree the suggestion

from Cairo that the ban should be made

impartial by excluding at the same time
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22nd October, 1947.

Thank you for your ltt.s of 16th S october
about the prposa of the "aliN G ov4rnnant to
authorise the cnrto prGohibit the imp ortotion of
a number o . rab newpers ub.ithe d in the heba-non,
-yria any: gypt.

Th Jrsae tele rL &oes not give ai cKlar
indication of ho: harmful the effeto -are in lestine

of the circulLation of those ne You will,
however, now havc secn the observations of our

rporeenttivn in 2k ir3O, irut and. Damccus on this
propotnl (teleramr Tos. 2027 from Ciro, 743 fro
Beirut anc 4t7 r cu hoae r th<e t the

pe rcussio;s tic'h would be liely to result in
neighboring -rab countries fro nsuch a ba1n woul be
very unfortunato.

c hope, therfore, that you will fe l able to
instruct thePtie Govtrnment not to o:ursue this
proposal, unless they canc how that the circula tion of
these newspper :crin Palestine is having really eriou
consequences,, which outweigh the co rir tnis
advanced by airo, irut and amascus. nd in that

. ..4 athie son, E, ', M. B. E.
CJolonial Office.



)s,

case, we would flly enorse the suggestion from
Cairo that the ban should be made impartial by
excluding at the same time a number of Jewish
newspapera, (even though this would be likely to
provoice protests fromi America) and~ the ugestioni
fromDamascus that there hould only: be ai toen
ban of a few daya.

I repeat, hoevr tha ut we vry mucrh ope
that the ban will be irposer , and we Should
very much like to be cosulted aain if the igh
Commissioner returIns h o he large with frees
arguments.

( J.G.u. ~!ih.)



I TW RD TELEGRAM

FR2C ETARY OF STATE FOR THE.. COONIE

75978/47

(oTo.P.)

TO PALE'TQNE(Gen.

lent 13th October,

19r7. Cunningham)

1947a 14..*30 hr s-

No. 2 54 ecret.

Your teegr amB Io 1906.

C1erk3Qs hip of Arab Paper.

In view of replies, repeauted to you,fron %,i. r Bepresentative8 in Arab states
concer ned whichl are being urgently conaicred
ere, grateful if you would meantime take novction to exclude Ara*b prees from Pale8tine.

will telegraph further shortly.

F.orein ofti.Ce

E COLONIES

-Mr. J. G , o Beith4

u4; G



.. ? Im WARD TELEGRAM

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

2-/
yphejr (0a T. P. )

PA9T..E m1 ( . Gir

DQ 20th October, 1947,
Re 20Qh ~", 19 00 hr a

Adrsse to the S8. of~ A~3
repeated to Cairo Noo 1.30) pleasee p copy to

" "A Dmacus., No. 1446o

Your telegram No. 25J4.

Censorship of Arab pepers.,

I am quite ready to give fuil. opportuniy for
represeni s to be 'made in Cairo,, Darrscus and Beixut

wI thO a view o prsuading the newspapers In question to
moderat-e ther ton and should be grateful if present

opportunity mgkht be taken wi thout delay z.a you are
~'aar1 it i.s necessar-y to apply pressi censors~hip in
Pales ti:pe buef f ec t thi4 i is pai red by im1p rotation

oY2f newsfpper conta0flin~ ~ ing the censored~ inflammatory
mnateri al,.Vith XFere~ rnce to p~aragrphA 3 of~ Cairo telegram

N~(o, 2027? nrship a pplies equally to Jew id Art=i press
and ,& c'ewpp rc.re-!r.uh ilAtd e vervyday fsrm
puol ishing matcr ial of thilo character,

UOP ~el' lto9:

S-i. Mr. J.G. I.Beith,Foreign Offie
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FROMi: CAIRO TO JERUSALEM

Sir R. Campbell D.8.44 a.m.
No.116 8R.10.48 a.m~.
24th October, 1947.
Repeated to Foreign Office No,

Beirut

24th October,
24th October,

2058
205

IMPORTANT
CONFID klfIAL E .5 w,

Censorship of Arab pap rs

I am grateful for youra s
proposed that Embassy Publicity Section s ould
warn papers concernedthrough the press Syndicate
but we shall first need more details of clfending
material. Please telegraph them urgently with
any suggestions for form of warning. It will
probably have best chance of success in form of
message from the Palestine Government.

sent to Middle East Secretariat]

BBB B

4r

Cypher/OTP
E

DEPART T..AL NO.1

1947.
1947,
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Please see the attached copy of Colonial Office
telegram No. 2572 to Palestine,which was sent as a
result of our letter to the Colonial Office on
E 9679/9594/31. This telegram assumes that the High
Commissioner no longer considers it necessary to im-
pose the censorship suggested and asks him to report
if he should have to reconsider doing so. The position
therefore appears to be held.

Meanwhile H.M. Charge d'
whether he is authorised to a
Government officially with a
ate the tone of their press.
certainly authorise Mr. Evans
and submit N drafts A*'

Affaires
pproach
request

I sugge
to take

A7 C."

at Beirut asks
the Lebanese
that they moder-
st that we can
this action,
A A-4- ,

(J.G.S. Beith)
30th October, 1917.
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[This telegrain
retained by the

9990 1

27is of particula-d
authorised recipient and not passed

'7
be
on].

Cypher/1T C BINET DIST IBUTION.

FRLOui BE IRUT TO F&OR *IGN OFIC:.

Sr. Svans
No. 777

D. 12.45
R. 2.44

a.m;n.
p.m.

25th
25th

October
October

25th October 1947.
Repeated to Jerusalem,

Cairo,
I3. .E... C
-Ln'aSCuS

C,

S .:CR T.

Jerusale telegram No. 1959.

Censorship of Arab papers.

I have already spoken unofficially
Prime ilinister regarding sensational and

to Lebanese
infl1amatory

material which has appeared in Lebanese press and
have pointed out that this could only do harm to
all concerned. He agreed and said that he had already
urged the )ress to moderate its tone and would continue
to do so. Information Officer has taken similar action
privately with journalists. I believe that this has had
sonie effect and that on the whole the Lebanese press is
now less sensational. The Lebanese Primae uIinister himself
issued a statement (published in Egyptian newspaper Ahram
on October 19th) which included the following passage
"Arab States naturally have no fear for Arabs of Palestine
as long as the British are there because they, the British,
are responsible for security and peace there. The decision
of the Arab League to rescue Arabs in Palestine means that
Arab armies will occupy positions at present held by

British once they have evacuated in order to prevent Jews
from taking ever".

2. If I aa
officially I
moderate the

authorised to approach Lebanese Governmaent
think they will make further efforts to
tone of the press.

Cairo please pass to B. i. E.O. as my telegram No.
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COLONIAL OFFICE TELEGRAM
E%/.~ No.2~ZZ~IZ~b

75978/47
cypher (O.T.P.)

(Gen, Sir A. Cunningham)

DROM S. OF S-, COLONIES.

Sent 24th October, 1947, 15 30 hrs.

IMPORTANT
o. 25 secret.

Addressed
Repeated

it

"V

to High
to HM.

to 11.M.
to H.M.

Conanissiofer Palestine
Ambassador Cairo (please

to B..E.O.),
Minister Beirut.
Minister Damascus,

Your telegram No. 1959Q

give an
to make

Cns)orship of Arab Papere.

I am glad to note that you have felt able to

opportunity for H.M. representatives coclnOd

approaches to the Arab Press.

2 The extrere outburst of the past two weeks may

have been caused in part by the warlike r resolution passed

by the Arab Legue and the subsequent movement of Arab

troops, and, as the initial excitement dies down, Arab Press

comment may become le s inflammatXys

3 It however, there is no improvemen t and yuu feel

it necessary to reconsider iflposinLg censorship, I should

be grateful if you would keep me informed in vi"ew o h

interest felt here concerning the repercussions in the

world. I sincerely hope however that it will not prove

necessary to impose the ban, unless you are convinced that
the circulation of these newspaper in Palestine is navin

really serious consequences which outweigh the considerat Ions

advanced by Cairo, Beirut and Damascus.

In that event, I should be grateful for your views

on the Cairo suggest on that the ban should be rade impartial

by excluding e number of Jewish newpapers at the same time

(notwithstanding possible American protests) ana the

Damascus pr oposal that there should only be a tokenb an of

a few days .

to posts
(Copies -Sent to Foreign Off Ice for tr nisio

other than Jerusalem).

0 - ,- l %t l
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Cypher.

Distribution :-
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Copies
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Des tched
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Your telegram No. 777 JOctober 25th:

c a the

I agree that you should take the

matter uo officially with the Lebanese

Government..
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Confidential.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]
E 9990/594/31
CONFIDENTIAL
Cypher/OTP

.A

CABIT DISTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BEIRUT

No. 677

1st November, 1947

D. 10.40 a.m. 2nd November, 1947

Repeated to Cairo No. 2031
Damascus No. 5.9,
Jerusalem

Your telegram No'. 777 Oct ober 25th: Arab press].

I agree that you should take the matter up
off icially with the Lebanese Government.

uuuuu
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E 9990/596/a1
Code R CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE 'O DAMASCUS No. 560
CAIRO No. 2052

1st November, 1947

Repeated to:
D. 10.55 a.m. 2nd November, 1947

My telegram No. 677 to Beirut [of November 1st:Arab press].

You are authortsed to act likewise if you thinkit would have a useful effect, if'yo hink

u uuuu

Beirut No. 678,
Jerusalem,

.



INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(o.T.P.)

(Gen, Sir A. CMinghamn)

D. 7th November, 1947.
R. 7th "4" 13.35 ira.

no. 2093 Confidential.

Addressed

Repeated

to Charge d'Affire
Beit, No-1524.-

to S. ofrS.
Cairo, No. 136,
Damasc s,No.1526

No. 677.
Foreign Offioe telegram to u

Arab Press.

Al shark of 6th November cotains
more material whose circulation In Palestine
is moat undesirable, e.g. page on, colmn our,-
article headed "War in Pales tinet io
and 'tihe Arabs and Jews prepare themselves r
battle for life in a decisive slaughter" A.
that on page five, colony one and two headed
t Colleetins arms and volunteers; Raj r Amn E.l
Husseini and Q~awaggi. epeak on iinent Arab
revolt".

Copies sent to:-

Foreign Off.Tice - ommuictior Dept.

9.

Cypher

6ol
0 ff'py ".fw M..r rr. ^.r Mmt~l

- A

2
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1
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INWARD- TELEGRAM
W,

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(O.T.P. )

FROMPAL3TIN' (Gen. $ir

D . 11th November, 1947.A. llth "1. "t

A. Cunniingharm)

20.30 hr8.

No. 2127 onficential,

Addres8sedi
Repeated.

1"

to Beirutp
to S. of 83.

Cairo,
Damascus,.

No. 1538.

No.
No.

138.
1539.

My telegram 4o, 1524.

Arab Press.

Al $hark of 9th November has a
completely unfounded story in columns 5 and 6
of page 1 headed "40 killed in the town of Haifa".
Unless. this paper moderates its tone, I regret I
shall have no alternative to excluding it from
Palestine.

Copy sent toP-

9

Cypher
" f9999(2 ?<''1Lf.

72_. 72.

,

"

Foreign Office -" Mr. Beith.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

Cypher (oT.P)

FFROMPAESTINE(Gen S 'ir A O unnngam,)

D 30th Oc tober: 1947 v
R 30th " 21o 20 hre

Nio. 2023 ConfidentiaL

dressedd to Cairo, No
Repeated to 8 ofS S -

"Brt N 1,98--
" D aasus, . 14',6

Your telegram No. 116w

Censorship of Arab Newspapers,

Journlc18 concerned are t P e named In MY
telegram addressed to S ofS o, N 1906, ropeate. t
you No., 124, Damascus Noo 1388, :BeirutNo. 1389.
Otending material occurs both in editorial a 'd in
what purport to be item's of rows. It takes the
fcrm of extreme anti-Briti h coae:t, w:Uldcidl
exgg1rated reports of troop movements on rde

of Palestine, predictions that a Holy War wsll rek
out in Palestine at an early date, sumour of mar>

henlistmentsx in Vyforces formed.fo~r deIf encof . 'Palestine, etc. A tyical 1eample Is the d tic.k
.Ab l of11-k- .lth a OLtber pag 9,.colum«3 n

hedd"W arof Anihlaio",inwch A zam Pash

sepoe a saying "it w .ill b e a'car of
a teribl and I v

exce -the population of Palosti. her.-sef",# and "thi

'battle wil be distinguihed by thee import
f~a tures a

k4 

,A 

i 

k

i



I

,'i- ) nbody..,. w ,rll -?3;e la,.b Le to stop 1 9 th',-ese r:' enthusi ",Yr ." ";i ,

(vlnerwocme f rm all parts of the ;., . wo rd , ... m

iorC.i"e th r f.ih as a at}tl onwhic thew ees of v~ry
o'temn. .ML.rab in. .the wor1dare fixed."

h rIs"tanes o fpublic a Jion " +.w, e inflaa'm or

t G, A Tzisape' ~i te ress:of o ther.Arab countryr ia.o:v ;
fo r Y: f instance tho4=ree e .:i fxamles from Lebanesel Pressb Atia fl "re;.W

Opening
in ;be Lebano n
of Pale st ine"

of recruits t:Lxrg f ices fo
Youth battalions peparing

" Tomio rr~owv stzike and theater wa2

"I. there is a
the day aft r" ' e tomorr " ow

btrike ;omoo itw
by upiig an wrui

(No .:~ 3rd October.~~'' A~~ was declare "Palen . .Lyj andy
ostrve 1  d. Palstine n.ls ebyKatcoInriingt a.

retrr: r.ke.).1

" Ourocorrespoih .ndent intrie""r!xd.']::1 a l' an4.d tr ; .in fib

mil tary figure whoI became a eamo° duing J&iha and r"de tined to play an fimportant rol in. rscu oVf Y 0 n tin
o e ) olunteeri:g fory r esicu of Palestine s a:: e'y serious

buernes,;he A rab Youthb is nhsatc Thig.r n Tang

mnobilse. -A i; present there are 10,0 OC ellJ tr ine~: Id

:o: cl

faith,
estine

a s every tfig ^h ter is,(.; ,..con veds

(Ai a3.plendidchance f'or1lotig

"Al Al, " headlines4t Ocober

;;.onl

"Al Shark" , 2nd Otbr

:e folTo .

"AlNidl",28th October.

elunteere
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

vouneesin Egp, whoL( can be pu:t into acio in 2h xhoura
(g pt f abep t ""Io^. )~a n Pa e tine an o t attack as long as r~ an l h r

ue the < Abe declare war on Britain. Some Afrabs (cor f
group) sud . a oss ibfl ity, ootherw s ay boy co tt is . aas

effect ;ive" 7

"Militar. on f'erence met in B ahdad to dsg e

of ii g o un f Pt.ou 
pi

L 1 rsugge stthat warnting you " Propose,~Z MM91;o; give' , MoI !aldI -

take th efollt.ow ingliesrBgis

The Palestine Government ha no;ed withcncn
Siflamatory character of comment on PalestinLe u't"

appeaing In er tin oxsrgan of the rs publiad 1.
neghbouring Coutrles o A t a time when te tureo of

Palesie isund e cons ider nation by the United da ti'on
Assem; bl y, +theY Are is4/reason to exet such 3 comments {r should ,bie

ouaPales tini ofsne paper~

conainng a tte alculated to sa disninadt'nc itA s '!tins' o theppl .r ovoec yepcal

ast auhLmatter is}"igidyo excluded from,.. al' ,, lbranches"3 l " .. of theN

ir +j ''1 h three, that nepapers concerned will
noticeably moderte tone of their reerences to~ Paletine
affai :, fint'r whith 1t will. be necessary for the Pales::i

Governmen to rohibwit imotte and caelainofsc

%l" .. I~ -
4

s~,,W v .' d . w .' -

papcera in palastine (? Ende omitted.

.. N". 1.ewist" n.:
pubi+ ation uch s Bq geo gro p of par? Fu S.Ae.'C ta' nned n

.y , er i newspa~Pr nt ainig pats sage'uuyr,, « tos e s

quor.ted wourld oe. xl.u"

p In, toAi11)1Fo '"ig : n/"Off. 3, : ,r° ' 1 r e - Er .y Mr. . Ie , "1"'i -!lK? a'y.'ei ,Va: . .''
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INWARD TE O AM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE C L

AI DD COPY (oorrections/ underlined on 3rid page.)

FRMPATRETI(Gen9 8 A Cuninham)

D 30th *October, 9. 217

xMPORTANT

x.o0. 2023 'Cont identia:.

Addressed to CGaro, No. 134.
Repeated to S. of S.

Beirut,, No. 1498

Your t tegran No. :11 06

Censorship of Arab Newspapers,

.ournals conorned are those named In my
telegram addressed to . ofS . No. 1906, repeated t1o
you No. 12L, Damscus No. 1388, Belrut,No. 1389.
Offending material occurs both In editorials and in
what purport to be items of news. It takes tho
form of extreme anti-ABritish coc t., Wildly
exagdrtedI reports of troop movements on borders
o a Pals tine predictiontha t a Holy War will break
out in p alest.¢:c ,inec at an early da t,:um ors of maSs

enlistment i n foroes- formed for deene of' Arab
Pwtin , etc. A typical example1 iSthe artictle
in Ahara el Ycm of 11th October, page 9, column 3,

hdead " 'ar of Annihilation", WI which Azza. Pasha
is repor ct as saying "it will be a war of,
annihilation,, a terrible c arnage", and "I believe
the number of volunteers from outside Palest1ine Will
ex ,ceed the population of Palestine herself", and "thi
battle i be distinguished by three important

(1)



(i) ardent faith, as every fighter is convinced that
his fight for Palestine means the shortest my to paradise,

(ii) a splendid chance for looting,

(iii) nobody will be able to stop these enthusiastic
volunteers, who come from all parts of the world, from
revenging Arab martyrs of Pales tine, because they will
consider their fight as a battle on which the eyes of every
Moslem and Arab in the world are fixed.."

Other instances of publication of inflammatory
material in the Egyptian Press could be quoted. Similar
articles appear in the Press of other Arab countries;
for instance, three examples from Lebanese Press are;

"Al Nidal" headline, 4th October.

'Opening of recruiting offices for volunte ersi
in the Lebanonm Youth battalions preparing for invasion
of Paleetine."

'Al Shar" , 2nd October.

"Tomorrow str ike and thereafter war.

"If there Is a strike tomorrow it will be followed
the day after tomorrow by uprisings and war".

(1ote: 3rd October was declared "Palestine day" and
observed In Pales tine and elsewhere by a coinciding Arab
strike.)

' "Al Nldal"°, 28th October.

"Our correspondent interviewed a leading Arab
military figure who became famous during jihad and is
destined to play an important role in rescue of Palestine
( a ) Volunteering for rescue of Palestine is a very serious
bus iness, the Arab Youth is enthusiastic. This strong
feeling makes me believe that 500,000 voivntee re an be
mobilised, At present there are 10,000 well trained

{vaM
t 

ll + 
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

volunteers in .gypt, who can be put into action in 24 hours
(a a ) palestino cannot attack as long as Britain is there
unless the Arabs declare war on Br itain. Some Arabs

o au late such a possibility, others say boycott is
more e fotive" .

"Military Conference met in Baghdad to design
pan.for sharing occupation of Palestine / basedon

famous operation Blitz-krieg."

2.a I suggest that wrning you propose to give should
take the folloWing lines. Begins.

The Palestine Government has noted with concern
inflammatory character of comment on Palestine question
appearing in certa in organs of the Pre3ss publishet ini
neighbour ing Countriee. At a time when the f future of
Pales tine is under consideration by the United. Nations
Assembly, there is reason to expect such comients should be
of an objective nature. In any event, Palestinea Government
cannot tolerate c circulation in Pales tine of news papers
containing fitter calculated to sow diesencion and to
incite sections of the population to violence, especially
as such matter is rigidly excluded from all. branches o:f the
local Press, whether published In English, Arabic or Hebrew.
It is hoped, therefore that newspapers conorned w .l
noticeablyl moderate tone of their references to Palestifle

affairs, failing which it will be necessary for the Palestine
Government to prohibit importation and. cirenlati-on of sfuch
papers in Pa lstine.

liNo Jewisrh nespapers are excluded, but soma Jewish
publicttion cho as Bergson group of papers are handed and
any Jewih newspper containing passages similar to those

Tone oF Ara newsrpapors concerned has worsened
rather tent mproved since ry proposal to exclude them wan
i:s ;ade Tless imp movement is noticeable at an early
ate I sha ll have no aternative but to exclude.

plsent ctt

-Mr. &BeithFI .g ffie
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Cypher/0TP

F.2 - 0GRC TO JER.SAa.
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u~ow !T! 'M -J/)71t..r MYSY.T/'C ' _ "r y.
vb. Oimpbell1

Noveber,194.7

I owt
R: 12th Novembcr,i947

o Fore ign Cffice
Damascus
Beirut

No. 158 y~vig

Nxo. 87

Your telegram No. 134 paragraph 2.

- ining in terms suggested has been conveyed to
Egyptian newspaper editors. .I do not consider thy!t effect
of wf ring would in rny way be enianced by official l
approach to .:::gyption Government which I was nuthorised
to make at my discretion in Foreign Office telegram
No. 560 to Damascus.
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1,
Cypher/CITP. DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1.

FROM D)AMASCUS TO FORE GN OFTCE
Mr. Dundas.
No. 491. D. 12.50 p.m. 5th November

4th November 1947.

Repeated to:

R. 5.20 p.m.

Beirut
Jerusalem
B.IL0E.O. Cairo.

My telegram No.425[ sic].

Censorship of Arab

5th November 1947.

. 3)
1

1

I

NOV
papers.

I have now
on the same lines.
appeared to agree.,

[Copy

spoken to Syrian Prime Minister
He took the point well and

sent to Middle East Secretariat.]

1947.

I

I.,

40
J ,

,_.M ''
FOREIGN OFFICE.lw

E'.

YIVY" V" aV



E
PALESTINE

-0]
J LNOV

I

Registry
Number )Io

TELEGRAM FROM

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

fir

J
Am t4 bil

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(Ilow disposed of.)

Ac I clt(ion (I
comI1pletedl.)}

4-1p

64/

/
-(,f inI te. )

Aes> ffl n. SA

/7 v

*/'
Z&2?

/~&

-Vrt

'if' tVy,S
-L

'70

ib~j

Next Paper.

/ 07'q Wt. 24772/717

71

'N

8

0

C
rI

-4
n
0I

0
s
gs

.,,,,_~Y..e_. , .

->iut~.

J

.I

y

mrz,*W11

i
1

txr/ 50</p

I

17 s 1 s For



Ci..

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed o1].

Cypher/OTP C B N T0SR B IO

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN 0 V

1I'R~h WIIRIITTO ~OKIGN A. -
Mr. Evans.
No. 803.

7th November 1927.

D. 1.28. p.m.

R. 2.20. p.m.

7th November
1947.

7th November
191.7.

Repeated to Jerusalem,
Cairn,
Damascus, Saving.

CONFIDENTIAL

Your telegram No. 677.

Censorship of Arabic newspapers.

I have spoken to Lebanese Prime Minister on the
lines of paragraph 2 of Jerusalem telegram No. 13 to
Cairo (repeated to Colonial Offioce 2,023). He agreed
and said that he would make a further effort to moderate
the tone of the Lebanese press. As regards Nidal.
(paragraph 1 of Jerusalem telegram),he said he would
"wash the editor's head" and in my presence gave orders
for him to be summoned to his office.

2. I have also spoken in similar terms to the
Lebanese President who was also receptive.

as """,a"

*-.

glowi- . Mav

.- ';

jr4p



PALESTIN

1.10149

7 Npy 'I

Number

TELEGRAM FROM

b *

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

Y/Y

/'7

A"'/~~4

(

A

Last Paper.

Sefrences.

c VIIA6AV

A-

________________________ .) "- - .. - .

bI' dsposa. ;i i

I

(Action1(

Next Pa per.

cttW. p vuI &Z; 64-1%

4INWl)V

/0

WOL~r

Fo

(Minutc".)

(t/v? 1 AfN

/Ds Vyo

.. 'w1,'7p/717 17 9.5

5"' s

aN- ..



f

if. L c -

i

Cypher/0 TP DE

FROM IBEIRUTr TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lr Evans
No. 826
Tth-November, 1947.

D. 6. 19 p.m. 15th November,

R. 7. 22 p.m. 15th November,

1947.

1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem
Cairo
Damascus Saving

CONFIDENT IAL

Jerusalem telegram No. 1538 (repeated to Colonial
Office 2127).

Censorship of Arab Press.
on 14th November,

Al Shark issued a dementi

2. Beirut editors have been warned both by Lebanese and by
the -Information Officer of this Legation and there
has been a considerable improvement in the general tone
of the press as a whole, though individual newspapers continue
to offend at intervals.

3. I appreciate that if further inflamatory material is
published the High Commissioner of Palestine will have
no alternative to excluding the offending paper but I
hope that in the first instance only a token ban of a few
days will be imposed.

222

El

PARTMEN4TAL No,o1

- - - 1 _I
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